
CInn Donald·USA supports intemallonal efforts to 
Ill.8lntain!llld improve the clan-owned lands and bulldlng3 
at Armadate Castle, our· ancestral home located on 
Scotland's Isle of Skye. This is done through the Clan 
Donald Land's Trust. 

We also provide support for the CLan Donald Foundatlon 
••• an organization dedicated to the preservation or 
Scottish customs, heritage and traditions. 

We eru:ourage the extel1llion of our heritage to the 
younger generations through a scholarship program for 
tbose who are pursuing trnining in Scottish culture, 
mWlical arts, piping and dance. . 

HOW YOU CAN JOIN US: 

U you have an interest in celebrating your Mru:Donald 
heritage, or wish to help pass these traditions alonR' to 
your chUdren, please join us today! 

For more information arid an application for membership, 
you may contact our local clan representative listed 
below.. Please provide your name, address, and telephone 
number so we may contact you. 

Our current membership dues are aSOO per year.. Life 
I 

membersbips are available for $250.00.I',I
Ii
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF CLAN DONALD; 

Clan Donald is the oldest, largest and most famous of the 
Scottish clans. Its Celtic heritage goes back into antiqui­
ty beyond the 6th century A.D. to the great clana Conn 
and Colla in what is today Ireland. Our ancestors were 
regarded M tho heads of thc a.nc:ient rocc of Conn, and 
the lineal heirs of the kings of the Dalriadic Scots. 

Clan Donald begins its recorded history with Sbmerled. 
a great leader and warrior·king. In U56 Somerled 
defeated the Norse King of Man, who had occupied tbe. 
we6tern isles and large portions of the Scottish mainland. 
He thus secured independence for the Celtic people who 
Uved tbere. ThIs independence laBted for over four 
centuries. 

Somerled became known as "Rex InsuJarum" or "King of 
the Isles." Over time, this title evolved to "Lord of the 
Isles." Ifu genius at both land and naval warfare gave 
rise to the clan motto, 'Per MaN! Per Terra!," which 
means "By Sea By Land: 

Clan Donald takes its name from Donald, the grandson of 
Somerled. In Gaelic, "Mac" mean:J 'son of: For about 
four centuries "MacDonald" was a title, not a surname. 

Over the centuries, the power of the Lords of the Isles 
grew and it brought them into con1lict WiUl both lhe 
English and Scottish kings 8Jld witb other powerful c1an.a. 
This growth 8Jld power also gave rise to other forces 
which were eventu..elly to cause tbe clan's downfall 
Territorial expansion made centralized authority more 
difficult to maintain. The increasing clan popuJation gave 
rise to allegiances to strong local leaders of the branches 
of the clan. Territories assigned to sons of various ehlefs 
became more independent and weakened the central 
authority. 

When James VI of Scotland, who held the tiLle of Lord of 
the lales, became James 1 of EngLand, the title went with 
him. .Male hein to the Britisll crown retain tbe title to 
the present day. 

MacDonalds remained powerful 8Jld important in the 
llighlanda, but the six major branches of the clan were 
no longer unified as under the Lord of the Isles. 

After the Battle of Culloden in 1746 and the clan way of 
life in Scotland WlU destroyed, JILIlJiSive migrations that 
sent MacDonalds all over the world began. 

WHO WE ARE: 

Clan Donald-USA is a OIltionwide organization of over 
5,000 persons who trace their ancestry to any of the 
branches of the MacDonald Clan or to the more than 120 
septa or affiliated families which constitute the total clan. 

Clan Donald·USA is an affiliation by blood and kinship, 
not only by name. Clanship is a family matter that 
tra.n.scends nationality. We regard ourselves as an 
extended family. 

We call ourselves 'CIan Donald" rather .than the 
"M:acDonalds" to recognize the diversity of names within 
our extended family. Even the name "MacDonald" has a 
variety of spellings _. MacDonald, McDonald, MacDonell, 
MacDonnell M well as the 8Jlglicl.zed versions of Donald, 
Donaldson. Daniels 8Jld others. Add 'to these the names 
of the sept families from northwestern Scotland 8Jld 
northeastern Ireland, 8Jld you can see why our kinsmen 
have constituted the lar~est and most fll11lous of clans for 
olmost 1000 years. 

In 1956, Lord Alex.anderGodfrey M'acDonald, then High 
Chiefof Clan Donald, establisbed tbe Clan Donald Society 
of America. to Berve as an extension of the clan in the 
United States. 

Ellice McDonald of Delaware was appointed High 
Comm.i.ssioner ofthe Society in 1976. He reorgnnb:ed the. 
society into its present administrative format and 
incorporated it as Clan Donald-USA in the State of 
Delaware. 

Nationally, Clan J?onald operates under the leadership of 
a lligh CoDl.lJl.issioner. Thft'C are thirteen regions, ea.ch 
with its own Regional CoID.IDiss.ioner. Each state has its 
own Conu:ni.ssloner. 8Jld several Conveners (local 
coordinators) . who facilitate activities 8Jld gatherings for 
membeNl. 

Clan Donald·USA lw ,counterpart organizations in­
Canada, Australlo, New Zealtuld, Belgium 8Jld the Unitel! 
Kingdom. 

WHAT WE DO: 

ClAn Donald-USA exists to help our members celebrate. 
our common heritage, the custOlIlB and traditions of OUI 

forebearers, 8Jld to encourage the ftCComp1isJunents of 
.ourselves 8Jld our children. 

We seek to provide motivation and opportWlity for thos~ 
ofMacDonald blood in the United States to acLively share 
in this heritage througb a variety of acLMties, 
communicaLions, genealogical, reselU'Ch and genersl 
ca.maraderie. 

Our national' office publishes our clan Iilagarine entiUed 
-By Sea By Land! :Each region also publishes its own 
newsletters. We maintain a genealogy and reference 
center at the Ellen Payne Odom Genealogical Library in 
Moul trie, Georgia.' Our clan genealogist maintains lIlAIly 
individual family histories and may be of assistance in 
tracing your ancesLral roots. 

Each fall. an Annual General Meetlng (AGM) is held at 
different locations around the country. All members are 
encouraged to attend. Information sessions, special tours 
and educational workshops are important features of 
eachAGM. 

Each region 8Jld state also host a variety of activities and 
clan gatilerings locally. General infurmation session.'l, 
genealogy workshops. Robert Burrus dinners, attendnnce 
at Highland games. clan picnic.s,etc. provide opportunities 
for members to enjoy the comptuly of other Clan Donald 
members and to learn more about their heritage. 

Within each state, local convenel'3 help members plan 11 

variety of fun and entertaining meetings such as potluck 
suppers, attendance aL pipe band concerts, country dance 
sessions, backynrd barbecues and the like. 

Members are sLroogiy encouraged to take an active role 
in M m8Jly events as possible: . 


